Foreign aid, international organizations, and the world's children.
Recent improvement in child mortality has taken place in all regions of the world. In developing countries, major remaining causes are neonatal problems, diarrheal diseases, vaccine-preventable diseases, and respiratory diseases. Foreign aid has come in many forms, among them individual persons, nongovernmental organizations, national governments, and international agencies. Governmental involvement in health activities abroad can advance foreign policy interests as well as help protect a country's citizens against existing and potential disease foci. Intergovernmental health agencies, regional and worldwide, have been in existence only in this century; the World Health Organization is barely 50 years old and suffers from US delinquency in paying its dues. Child labor has health aspects in industrialized as well as in developing countries. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child has significant implications for health. Despite broad support, including that of the American Academy of Pediatrics, the United States has not ratified the convention, the only nation in the world beside Somalia not to do so.